
 

Help Wanted! Belonging advisor. Your task is to become 
an expert in your topic.  
1.​ Read 2 articles from your Newsela Text Set 
2.​ Take notes. On the left side of your notes add the 

OPEN-ENDED Questions in the table below and any 
questions of your own. 

 
3.​ You will teach your classmates what you learned 

about the focus areas below 
All articles are in Newsela, log in to Newsela to access 
the articles. 

Our focus areas:  
 Identity & 

Intersectional 
Identities 

Bias & Integrity Kindness Stereotypes & 
Changing your 

Mindset 

Loneliness Inequality & 
Strength 
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Empathy task: 
Put yourself in 
someone else’s 
shoes. What is life 
like for this person? 
What challenges do 
they face? 

Empathy task: first 
understand what 
implicit bias is. 

 
 

 Empathy task: 
understand what 
kindness means & 
why it’s important 

 
 

Empathy task: 
understand what 
stereotypes are. 
How do they form 
and why are they 
dangerous? 

Empathy task: 
understand why 
human connection 
is important & why 
we feel lonely. 

 

 Empathy task: 
understand the 
inequalities people 
face. 

 
 

Making sense of it: 
 
What do you have 
in common with 
the people you read 
about? 
 

Making sense of it: 

Knowledge is 
power. How can 
understanding bias 
help us to act 
differently? 

 

Making sense of it: 

Explain the impact 
of kindness on the 
community. 

What do we miss 
out on when we are 
unkind? 

Making sense of it: 

Put yourself in the 
shoes of someone 
who is stereotyped.  

What obstacles are 
in their way? 

Making sense of it: 

What are the 
physical and 
psychological 
barriers that make 
people feel alone? 

Making sense of it: 

Explain the impact 
that unequal 
treatment has on 
the community. 
What are we 
missing out on by 
treating others as 
unequal? 

Taking Action: 
 
Are there obstacles 

Taking Action: 
 
Integrity means 

Taking Action: 

How can we 

Taking Action: 

How can 

Taking Action: 
 

Taking Action: 

How does 
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that keep you from 
connecting? 
 

doing the right 
thing even when no 
one's looking. 
Connect this idea 
to what you learn. 
 

promote kindness 
so students don’t 
feel put down? 

understanding 
stereotypes create 
an opportunity for 
changing your 
mindset? 

How can we help 
middle school 
students feel like 
they are valued and 
connected? 

STRENGTH 
connect to the 
stories here? 

 Identity Text Set Implicit Bias & 
Integrity Text Set 

Kindness Text Set Stereotypes & 
Changing Mindset 
Text Set 

Not Alone Inequality and 
Strength Text Set 

 

https://newsela.com/subject/other/2000730046
https://newsela.com/subject/other/2000730044/
https://newsela.com/subject/other/2000730044/
https://newsela.com/subject/other/362126/
https://newsela.com/text-sets/2000166594?utm_source=email&utm_campaign=share&utm_medium=web
https://newsela.com/text-sets/2000166594?utm_source=email&utm_campaign=share&utm_medium=web
https://newsela.com/text-sets/2000166594?utm_source=email&utm_campaign=share&utm_medium=web
https://newsela.com/subject/other/2000665859
https://newsela.com/subject/other/2000730052/
https://newsela.com/subject/other/2000730052/


 
 
My notes: (add on to this table to create notes for each of the three articles:) 
 

 My  focus area is:   My  focus area is:  

The first 
article I 
chose was:  

 The second 
article I chose 
was:  

Title here 

Open-ended 
questions go 
here:  
What is 
implicit 
bias? 

Notes go in this section: Open-ended 
questions go 
here:  

Notes go in this section: 

Review here. 
What did you learn from this article? 
What questions do you still have? 

Review here. 
What did you learn from this article? 
What questions do you still have? 

 
When you are finished, ask for the poster planning worksheet. 



 Advanced Proficient Emerging Needs Assistance 

I can categorize factors that 
contribute to cooperation and conflict 
among peoples of a country and/or 
the world. (SS.BH2.a.m) 

Utilizes strong evidence to 
explain multiple factors that led 
to conflict and/ or cooperation 
among differing groups/ nations. 

Utilizes evidence to explain 
factors that led to conflict and/ 
or cooperation among differing 
groups/ nations. 

Explains, using general ideas, 
the factors that led to conflict 
and/ or cooperation among 
differing groups. 

Identifies conflict and/or 
cooperation among differing 
groups. 

     

I can model how individuals learn the 
elements of their culture through 
interactions with others. 
(SS.BH2.b.m) 

Multiple, strong examples for how 
people learn about culture 
through interactions with others 
are given and are thoroughly 
explained. 

Examples for how people learn 
culture through interactions with 
others are given and explained. 

General examples  and 
explanations are given to show 
how people learn culture through 
interactions with others.  

General examples for how 
people learn culture through 
interactions with others are given. 

     

 


