Strengthen & Repair Community Strategy 8: Collective poem and lyrics
writing

Storytellers listening to build bridges of shared joy, challenges, ideas, and
understandings

Connection to Belonging: Connection &, Pride &, Unique contribution &
Discussion and Dialogue %, Emotions &

Inspiration: At the 5th primary school of Agia Paraskevi, students build
bridges of shared joy and understanding with peers worldwide. They even
channeled their experience into writing a song for a European school song
contest focused on the theme of travel. Two classes brainstormed the lyrics.

Their description from the contest website explains how they built bridges:
"The word "journey" during the pandemic period .. has acquired a special
meaning for our school. All the children of our school traveled in a unique
way by interacting with their classmates from all over the world through
collaborations that we sought. We created etwinning programs and
collaborated with European schools (Cyprus, Ireland, Poland, the Greek
school in London), with schools on other continents (Japan, Tanzania, India,
Zanzibar, Uganda), with schools of the UNESCO ASPnet network. All the
children and the teachers travel with the mind and the soul through the
above collaborations.
They met different cultures but also discovered common values and
common concerns.
These trips inspire the song with which we participate in the competition.
And we continue to travel with... "love map in our hearts...". "Traveling not
to forget, to love life every day to live happily, wherever you go...."

Their lyrics truly touched my heart:

"It's a dream. It's a journey

A never-ending Hooray!

It's a spell you are under

As we go around, the earth goes around

You live what you dream about

Friendships keep us going and give us a boat to sail."
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The video is linked here.

Collaborative Poem Strategy: Collaborating on a song as a class may not
be within the realm of possibility for you, but writing a poem or song lyrics
together about shared joys and new understandings helps students feel
heard and builds a community story.

Competencies: Creativity, Collaboration, Curiosity, Confidence
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