
 Strengthen & Repair Community Strategy 16: Meaning Making with 
 children and families: Spaces to play are community spaces 

 Weaving Meaning: S  titching together a picture of what  brings your 
 community life 

 Connection to Belonging:  Welcome Spaces  🎟   Pride  😎   Comfort  🧸  

 Inspiration:  Elissavet is a 2nd Artemis Middle School  teacher who received a 
 grant to create an inclusive outdoor gathering space. This middle school is 
 for students aged 12-15. Although they've been promised a new school 
 building for years, all classes are still held in temporary structures. 
 Showing resilience and resourcefulness, Elissavet worked with students to 
 plan an informal space for students to come together. 
 The space will include a garden with low maintenance and sustainable 
 plants. The students will help paint a giant chessboard. A parent from the 
 community will help build an outdoor ping pong table and tables and 
 chairs. 
 By involving students in idea development and asking families to help with 
 construction, Elissavet is stitching together a picture of community life. 
 Having access to a space to talk and play games will make the school more 
 welcoming. 

 Learner-centered space strategy: 
 1.  Provide an opportunity for students to share their opinions about 

 ways to improve the school's physical environment. 
 2.  To stay focused on asset-based solutions, consider the  problem 

 tree/solution tree model of appreciative inquiry  . 
 3.  Several Belonging Audit questions focus on creating a more 

 welcoming school environment. Use them for discussion or written 
 reflection. 

 4.  Brainstorm low maintenance and sustainable items to include in the 
 space 

 5.  Consider assigning students the task of researching the cost of 
 purchasing items v. constructing them. 

 6.  Empower students to ask family members for assistance 
 7.  Include students in the process of acquiring permission. At 2nd 
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 Artemis Middle School, the municipality gave the project an unused 
 parcel of land, but planning must consider zoning rules or land 
 permission use rules. 

 Competencies:  Communication, Curiosity, Collaboration 
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