
 Strengthen & Repair Community Strategy 23: To Make Meaning of the 
 Experiences of All Students, Investigate Cultural Capital 

 Meaning Weaving: Including voices that have been excluded to create a 
 clearer picture 
 Connection to Belonging:  Psychological safety  🦺 ,  Connection  🔗 ,  Support 
 💛 ,  Pride  😎 ,  Unique contribution  🦄 ,  Welcome Spaces  🎟  

 Inspiration:  The Peer2Peer project partners Roma mentors  with Roma 
 elementary and middle school children to discourage them from dropping 
 out of school. Through discussions, crafts, games, and other fun activities, 
 the mentors build trust and instill a love of learning. 
 The Peer2Peer planning team also recognized culturally responsive 
 teaching as critical in making Roma students feel like they belong. 

 Sxedia learning facilitator Sissy Vafea worked with Roma families for years 
 facilitating art education programs. She states that the children and families 
 she worked with taught her more than she could ever teach them about 
 how communities care for each other and find cultural strength. 

 Cultural Capital Strategy:  Research cited in the Peer2Peer program 
 planning documents explains that when teachers highlight the cultural 
 capital of the Roma people as a social group, stereotypes and 
 discrimination decline, and students feel more included. Highlighting the 
 skills and talents of Roma students also improved a feeling of belonging. 
 As you construct a classroom story and work as a school community to 
 make meaning of your collective experiences, include the values 
 embedded in your students' cultural capital. 
 Cultural capital includes 

 ●  Resilience - holding on to hopes and dreams for the future 
 ●  Language navigation - communication skills in different languages 

 and contexts 
 ●  Family & Community networks of support 
 ●  Resistance - knowledge gained from opposing inequality  1 

 Competencies:  Communication, Curiosity, Collaboration 

 1  Yosso, T. J. (2005). Whose Culture Has Capital? 
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